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LAW OFFICES OF CHRISTOPHER W. BYRD, P.C. _RECEIVED
FEDERAL ELECTION
COUNSEL .

October 33, 2008
2008 OCT 24 P i 45

OMice of the General Counsel 5
Paderal Elgction Commission

999 €. Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 6072
Ladies and Gentiemen:

1 have bean retainad to reprasent the Respondent, Northland Reglonal Chamber of Commerce,
(the "Chamber”) in the above referenced mater, This letter shall serve as the response of the Chamber
to the complaint filed by David Browning on September 25, 2008. (the "Complaint®), As a matter of
procadure, | would like to nots that tha Complaint referencad an attachmant that was not filed
contemporanecusly with the Complaint. The attachment was later flled on September 2, 2008, The
attachment was sent to my client by the Federal Elaction Commission in 3 letter dated Octobar 7, 2008.
It was received by my dient on October 13, 2008, Tharefors, the deadline for filing a response has been
basad on the October 13, 2008 receipt of the originally omitted attachment.

The Northiand Reglonal Chamber of Commerca is organized to advance the economic and civic
vitality of the region commoniy called the "Northiand,” consisting mainty of Platte County and Clay
County in the State of Missourl. Its primary mission is to enhance the business community, economic
growth and quality of life in the Northiand. The Chamber does not endorse, support, or appesa political
candidates or political parties, Sgg 33 C.F.R. §110.13. In furtherance of their mission, the Chamber
decided to hold a political dabate for candidates running for the Shrth Congressional Distriet for the State
of Missouri. The debate took place on October 31, 2008 (the "Oabate”). In staging the Dabate, the
Chamber was neither incongistent nor in violation of the Federal Election Commission ("PEC")
reguiations.

Under PEC reguiations, the structure of a candidate debata is left up to the discretion of the
staging arganization, provided that certain requirements are mat:

1. There must be at least twa candidates. 11 C.F.R. § 220.13(bX32).

2. Thedabate must not ba structured to promote or advance one candidate over anather. 11
C.F.R. § 110,23(b)2).

3. Forall debates, the staging organization must use pre-established objective Criteria to
determine which candidates may participate, and for general elections the candidate’s
particular party cannot ba used as tha sole objective criteria, 31 C.R.R, §130.33(c).

Tha Chamber met each of the requirements stated above when it staged tha Debate between
Sam Graves and Kay Barnas. First, the Chamber invited at ieast two candidates, Sam Graves and Kay
Barnes, who each participated in the Debate. Secondly, the Chamber did not promote or advanca sither
of thase two candidatas over the other. Finally, the Chambar did not use a candidata's political party as
its sole objective criteria for detarmining which of the candidates should participate.

In deciding who should ba invited to the debate, the Chamber decided that it should be the
votars of the District who should decide, therefore the Chamber decided to invita the two candidatas
that received tha two largest vote totals in the August primary. Tha selsction process did not involve sny
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consideration of the candidate’s viewpoints; neither did it take into account the candidata's respactive
political parties. The Complaint makes accusations that are not even supported by the material
submitted by the Complainant. Sag 9 6 of Complaine; sge alsp Attachment to Complaint filad on
September ag, 2008, attached.

The August 2008 Primary Election results for the U.S. Representative, Sixth District wers as
follows: Sam Graves - 36,131; Kay Barnes = 36,722; Al Sherkat - 6,724; and Dave Browning —225. Sg¢
Missouri Secretary of Stata August 2008 Primary Election Results, attached. Sam Graves and Kay Barnes
were to the two candidatas that received the most votas in the primary election. Therefore, Sam Graves
and Kay Barnas ware invited to the Debate. The ¢riterion was establishad well in sdvanca of the Primary
Election. Sga Affidavit of Ellan Todd, attached.

in conclusion, the Chamber invited at least two candidates both of whom each participated in
the Debate. The Chamber did nat promata or advanca either of these two candidates over the other.
Finally, the Chamber did not usa a candidate’s political party as its sole objective critaria for datermining
which of the candidates shouid participate In the Debate, Por these reasons, the Chamber requests that
the Commission take no action with respect to the Complaint. Please feel free to contact me If you need
any further information. |

Sincerely,

e

Christopher W. Byrd
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Officlal Election Returns

State of Missourl Primary Election - August 2008 Primary Election
Tuesday, August 05, 2008

As announced by the Board of State Canvassers

on Thursday, August 21, 2008

Click here for a printer friendly version
U.S. Representative - District 6 - Summary
Precincts Reporting 466 of 466
Candidate Party Votes % of Votes
Graves, Sem REP 36,131 100.0% Semmmmmsm—
Bames, Kay DEM 36,712 £4.5% unmmmams
Sherkat, All Allon DEM 6,714 15,5%=s
Browning, Dave L8 225 100,09 S————

Total Votes 79,782

U.S. Representative - District 6 - County
County Graves, Barnss, Sharkat, Browning,
Sam Kay AliAlion Dave
REP DEM DEM LIB

ANDREW 1,726 879 142 5
ATCHISON 667 303 40 a
BUCHANAN 3,811 7,335 1,612 54
CALDWELL 1,229 294 40 4
CARROLL 1,608 303 29 1
CHARITON 361 a2s 109 1
CLAY 72,533 8,033 1,631 56
CLINTON 865 2,293 555 11
COOPER 1,560 610 49 ?
DAVIESS 300 675 115 2
DEKALB 630 3 58 4
GENTRY $77 856 157 1
GRUNDY 1,386 203 18 1
HARRISON 1,250 177 16 2
HOLT 903 260 39 4
HOWARD ' 349 1,440 160 3
JACKSON 3,766 3,610 548 30
LINN 407 1,095 187 2
LIVINGSTON S53 1,506 288 2
MERCER 417 82 12 0
NODAWAY 1,252 1,501 293 3
PLATTE 3,393 2,988 508 29
PUTNAM 981 5?7 4 1
SCHUYLER . 163 35 27 2
SULLIVAN 306 351 8 0
WORTH 128 12 49 0
http//www .s08.mo.govienrweb/raceresults.asp?eid=] 95 &oid=44676&arc= 10/23/2008
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* Blaction resuits as of 4:17:07 on 10/23/2008

Party Code DafinRiens
CST Constitution IND Independent REF Reform
DEM Democratic UB Ubartarian REP Republican
GRE Green NAT Naturel Law Wil  Write-In

PRG Progressive NP Nonpartisan

Offics of Secratary of State, Missour! - Rebin Carnahan
State Capitol, Room 208 and State Information Center, 600 W. Main
Jeffarson City, Missourl 63101 = (573) 751-4936 + S08MainBscs.me.gov
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